A new year for The Linacre Quarterly brings some changes, ones that I hope will make our journal even more useful to those who read it. Our hope is to be a "go-to" resource for Catholic medicine, with information ranging from medical ethics to solid research in areas of interest to physicians-Catholic or notwho want to provide the best care for their patients.
A behind the scenes change has been a staff reorganization, which saw the departure of Louise Mitchell, long-time mainstay of The Linacre Quarterly. She will be missed and we thank her for many years of dedication. But every change brings opportunity, and our new Manager of Communications, Jill Blumenfeld, will coordinate content and messaging with the broader organization. We hope our readers already follow The Linacre Quarterly on Facebook (The Linacre Quarterly) or Twitter (@The Linacre). For those who do not-please do-and please share and retweet our content. If those things are a mystery, a teenager or a college student can explain them. We hope our CMA members will join our social media outreach. A grassroots effort is essential to spreading the word as far as we can. Social media can directly benefit our readers as well, providing connection with others having the same interests, who then provide both additional information and differing perspectives.
The Linacre Quarterly also strives to be a venue in which unresolved questions-whether medical or ethical-can be raised and discussed, supported by good, solid information on medicine, faith, and the human person. To that end, we are introducing several new features:
From time to time, we will include Point-Counterpoint articles: two viewpoints on a single topic. In addition, we will be publishing companion articlesthose that relate to a particular area of interest, but each with a different focus. In this issue, you will find a mediation on the necessity of pain and its relationship to the opioid crisis as well as an article relating that same crisis to the "cult of the body." Both remind us that the abuse of opioids that has caused so much turmoil in society and in medical care is not just a matter of the physical but an ailment that extends deep into the human soul.
Catholics must be aware of the state of bioethics in secular circles, in part to understand the forces that will aligned against a Catholic approach to health care but also to understand those who do not adhere to our faith. It is our hope that his will serve to help Catholics "in the trenches" understand the world around them, and find ways to connect and witness to the beauty of Catholic health care, with the hope of mission to those who most need to see it (check out the In the News section).
In the same vein, we will be including a listing of conferences, bioethical and otherwise, that may be of interest to our readers under Opportunities. Please assist us in this by forwarding information about events, local and national, that others may find useful.
We also hope to include a Letters to the Editor section as a regular feature. Feel free to comment on content, whether original or reported. It's one way to foster discussion and make ourselves aware of the breadth, depth, and variety of the Catholic faith as experienced by others.
Last, but not least, is The Last Word: a reflection on how bioethics, medicine, and life intersect. Our thanks to Fr. Michael Cummins for providing our inaugural content. The intent is to have Catholics who may not be a part of health care comment on how the current conflicts in health care-and ethics-affect them, inviting our attention to a broader picture of the relationship of medicine and ethics to the patient, the family, and society at large. A broader vision will help us to discover new ways to witness to Christ in the service of our patients. Please suggest writers and commentators whose perspective you might like to see in The Last Word.
We hope these changes will make The Linacre Quarterly even more valuable to subscribers. Please let us know and don't hesitate to suggest other ways in which we can improve the voice of Catholic medicine.
